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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 10751 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATO, MILI, SP, IT 

SUBJECT: CINCSOUTH CHANGE OF COMMAND 

REF: STATE 150608 

OFFICIAL ITALIAN VIEW OF NATO CONTACT WITH SPANIARDS IS 
PROBABLY LESS AMBIVALENT NOW THAN IT HAS EVER BEEN. HOWEVER, 

THE PRESENCE OF ADMIRAL MATEU AT THE CINCSOUTH CHANGE OF 
COMMAND COULD BE CRITICIZED BY SOME OF THE GOI'S DOMESTIC 
ADVERSARIES AND PROVE EMBARRASSING TO THE GOVERNMENT IF 
IT WERE NOT PREVIOUSLY CONSULTED. WE RECOMMEND THAT, SYG 
LUNS HAVING BEEN INFORMED OF THE INVITATION, THE ITALIANS 
BE NOTIFIED THROUGH WHATEVER CHANNELS SEEM MOST APPROPRIATE. 
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